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The Baptism of John. 

One of the correspondents asks 
for the evidence that John bap- 
tized by fliuglu immersion, If it 
can be proven as he says, that 
John did bo baptize, then tingle 
immersion is entitled to more re- 
aped than has usually been giv- 
en it by our church. But how 
could it be that John so baptized? 
It is said ot him that he was a 
man sent of God and if be intro- 
duced a baptism, and that bap- 
tism waa single immersion into 
the name ot one person of the 
Qodhead, when was the change 
made ? who was the name into 
which the baptism waa perform, 
ed, and how was Christ baptized ? 

The baptism of John was a 
subject of controversy in the 
reformation of Lather, bnt in- 
stead of the mode it was the de- 
sign that was the issue. His bap- 
tism is otten referred to in the 
writings of the early Christians, 
but nowhere is there anything 
we have discovered that could be 
regarded as an intimation that 
his baptism was in any way dif- 
ferent iriuii the general practice 
of the Primitive Church, of which 
be was the forerunner. 

It), the beginning ot the fourth 
century Cyril, bishop of Jerusa- 
lem, the successor of St. Jaruee, 
ae bishop ot that See, testifies 
that they descended thrice into 
the wnter in holy baptism, and 
if there was u change from single 
immersion to trine immorsiou at 
tef the baptism of Christ and the 
apostles, history ot every charac- 
ter would not be silent about it. 
There is considerable circum- 
stantial evidence in favor ot the 
conclusion that several of the 
disciples of Christ were baptized 
by John the baptist, and there- 
fore, if bis whs single immersion, 
several of the apostles were so 
baptized. The conclusion, so tar 
aa the evidence is clear, that only 
one mode of baptism was known 
to Christ and the apostles and 
the early bishops ot the church 
ia most certain ; and against this 
view the passage ot the Acts of 
the Apostles which records the 
words ot St, Paul when he met 
the disciples of John, argues 
nothing. 

The circumstances favor the 
view that there was uo water 
baptism whatever about the bap- 
tism that St. Paol gave them, 
but that it waa purely a spiritual 
baptism, or the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. This [baptism 


never brought to a form, or in 
other words it waa never given 
in any particular form. Most 
likely it waa no more than the 
laying on of hands in the name 
of the Lord Jesus and they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. 

St. Paul waa baptized by An- 
anias, and it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that he was baptised by 
the same mods that he intro- 
duced at Borne, in Great Brit- 
tian, Spain, at Cos area, Antiocb 
Athena, and in the several other 
churches he established, and the 
history of these churches in 
later periods show that they all 
practiced one mode, trine im- 
mersion ; and it those whom he 
met who knew only the baptism 
of John we re baptized, the mode 
was most certainly the same. 
At least there ia no account of a 
controversy about the mode. 

John's baptism was undoubted- 
ly trine immersion. 


Foot-and-aUnth Disease. 

"A Physician," says an ex- 
change, "giving us an account ot 
the decline of a church in bis 
town, said it had died of the foot- 
and-mouth disease.' Being ask- 
ed what he meant, he said that 
the people spent their time 'run- 
ning around talking about each 
other."' 

A very common disease in the 
church, and we suppose that the 
same people would not be found 
"running about" doing good. 
And when the "talking about 
each other," consists of false- 
hoods then it makes matters 
worse. 

We do not think that wben a 
professing Christian is guilty of 
wrong doing that the churcb 
should screen him by remaining 
silent. There are professing 
Christian so inconsistent in their 
conduct, and whose conduct is 
opeu to such severe criticism and 
censure, that the church would 
be doing wrong by remaining 
silent in the matter. Still to go 
from house to house with the 
distinct purpose of talking about 
even such an one would neither 
be judicious nor right. Parties 
may be perfectly justified in con 
detuning the wrong doings of 
pioleseing Christians when they 
are the subject ot conversion. 
But to malign or make insinua- 
tions without foundation is to 
blaspheme. A man may rob an- 
other of rroney or property and 
it can be restored, but to tear 
down one's good name and blas- 
pheme his reputation is to take 
away that which he can never 
restore. Blaspheming against 
man, like blaspheming against 
God, is the greatest crime we 
can commit. 

How heedlessly do we attack a 
men's reputation. The heartless 
manner in which this is done al- 
most causes us to conclude that 
the perpetrator considers charac- 
ter valueless. We said "make 
iueinuations," for all insinuations 
are not uttered. A scornful 
smile, a shrug of the shoulders, 
or a derisive laugh under certain 
circumstances is the vilest kind 
of an insinuation. Many a man's 
reputation has been injured 
through his friends. We hear 
something about a friend that 
may not in itself be bad, but we 
often turn it into something 
wrong and injurious, by whisper- 
ing it mysteriously into the ears 
of another and giving it a savor 
of suspicion. Thns often a good 
man is thoughtlessly injured by 
those who are bis friends. The 
first thing we know, the person 


to whom this mysterious secret 
was told, repeats it, adding, 
"there is something wrong about 
it, for so and- so told me in such 
a queer way, and you know he is 
a good friend of hie." So anxious 
are we to be thought smart in 
being the first to tell this or that, 
that con elusions are jumped at 
without a shadow of foundation. 
Again, an enemy or some one 
who has no reputation assails a 
friend of yours; for too to repeat 
that without investigation, and 
give it y oar sanction by saying, 
"I would not have believed it," 
is doing a wrong that may never 
be undone. As a rule the fault- 
finders of a church are those who 
cannot be depended apon, and 
who do the least good for the 
church. The man who complains 
about the sermons, and is always 
lamenting that this man and that 
man is not doing right, and stays 
away from church because soma 
other member has done some- 
thing, is the very man who needs 
watching, and whose own con- 
duct will not stand too close a 
scrutiny. Every congregation 
has this kind ot a parasite. We 
once knew a man who would 
often tell as of tbie and that 
church member, and lament that 
tbey did not act consistently, 
while on every hand we heard 
that this same man would use 
profane language even before his 
family, and it waa a common 
thing for us to hear of his visits 
to the saloon, still be considered 
himself contaminated by coming 
in contact with others. Such is 
the case often. Nothing will 
ruio a church quicker than to let 
such a disposition role. Breth 
ren beware of the "foot and 
mouth disease." Let us take 
some good gospel medicine and 
bring about a cure. 

M* 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Sister Mara Sterling- is certainly do 

Ittg her part in inaugurating the sister's 
work in the church. Her perseverance 
is deserving of reward and the Bisters 
everywhere should offer a helping hand 
when the time comes Tor action. 


The ChrUltiin Standard, a paper pub- 
llehed in the interests ot tbe Disciple 
church, at Cincinnati, Ohio, commenc- 
es the new year with a new form. The 
puses are now about as large as a page of 
ttie Evakgelist. The appearance is 
improved in our estimation, and we are 
glint to know that it Is receiving a mer- 
ited patronage. 


St. Paul admonishes believers to 
"leave the principles of t in doctrine of 
Christ and go on to perfection." The 
Christian life may be aptly compared 
to i In- method of building a house. 
Tlie foundation in laid, but if the me- 
chanics would continue to tinker around 
at It and examine it and go no farther, 
u heme would never be completed, 
Hut-tUey proceed to put on the stone, 
brick and timlier and eventually tbe 
bouse Is completed. If tbe believer in 
Christ stops at the foundation— the 
llrsl principles— be will never Oil the 
measure of. a (1 n Ished believer. But if 
it goes on to (lerfection— takes up one 
benevoleiit work here, another there, 
Increases in knowledge, patience, 
brotherly kindness and kindred graces. 
In- will finally reach tbe throne of God 
Where there is perfection. 

After reading Bro. Coder's article, 
last week, about tbe conditional sub. 
scriptiouB to the College, ths thought 
came into our mind that we would be 
badly left If God was so exacting about 
conditions, fitxl does not expect men 
to perform impossibilities, but often 
men expect other men to do so. We 
need more grace. 


"Jugwumps" is a nsw name that has 
been given to tbe advocates of liquor. 


The Prohibition army Is becoming 
wonderfully enthusiastic. A wavs is 
new passing over Michigan and a large 
part of ths state has gone "dry. " 


ed w'.tb pilgrims from all parts of the 
world, and an audience of over 90,000 
assembled to St. Peter's on Sunday 
morning ; 48 cardinals and 386 arch- 
bishops were present, as also the Pope; 
toe latter fainted twlos during the ser- 
vice Over 2,600 congratulatory tele- 
grams were received." This is tbe 
man who claims to be the successor of 
Christ, who was born to the manger. 


A few weeks ago the New Tork 
Voice publishers commenced to raise 
a fond of $40,000 for ths purpose of 
sending tbelr paper to all the clergy- 
man In this country. About 120,0*0 
has already been raised. Can ft be 
possible that ws cahoot raise a few 
thousand to establish our College finan- 
cially, which will be a lasting benefit 
to our church. 


"Follow roe" is one of the 
weighty phrases tbat the Lord sver 
used. It is ths apex of an immense 
oeoe of truth and ths deeper yon search 
downward, the more extended It be- 
camee, Tbe world Is and has been full 
of men who could point out what oth- 
ers ought to do and what would be best 
fur others to do, while they id I* away 
their time. Christ did not do this ; bis 
advice to others was less In extent than 
his personal works; with men, tbelr sug- 
gestions and plans for others far ex- 
ceed In scops ttieir personal works. 
Christ did everything tbat he asked 
others to do. How few there are who 
do this. 


Bro. Kelso al lodes to a subject that 
needs attention and a practice wherein 
there Is needed information. Many of 
our readers feel what be baa given ex- 
pression to. and yet wbsa the Etak- 
oboist is compared with other papers, 
there is but little more, as a rule, of 
such matter than there Is In other re- 
ligious papers published by ths humbler 
Christian denominations. But as our 
pa per ia sma) 1 an d t he s u bsc r i pti on list 
will not sustain a large paper, this mat- 
ter Is more prominent than it would 
be in a paper twice as large, Weoften 
have wished that less might be said 
about, this brother's hospitable home, 
and the favors done by this one or the 
other. These things may please us, 
but they redound more to the glory of 
man that to the glory of God. 


Our readers will be Interested in 
hearing from the Philadelphia church. 
Bro. Cassel has given use very exhaust- 
ive report. 


Some lime ago a saloon keeper sold 
drugged liquor to a young woman, In 
Chicago, so that one of ''his friends" 
could ruio her ; and be was arrested 
for selling liquor to a minor. The 
judge acquitted ilu- salooniBt on tbe 
ground that the law says : ''Selling 
liquor to minors," and In this case It 
was only sold to "a minor." He was 
elected by beasts in human form of tbe 
saloon, and when be made tbe decision, 
they gathered around him and mails 
him an elegant present. In many 
places "Christian men"— political par- 
ty Idol worshipers — go side by side with 
that element and vote their men into 
office. Beautiful scene for men and 
angels I flab 1 

imagine Christ on earth today-— many 
would be reformers do so and point 
with pride to his manner of work. ' lie 
preached his owu doctrine and let 
other things 11 lone. This is what he 
did not do, Before all he denounced 
the Scribes and Pharisees as bypoclrtes ; 
or made the two words synonlmous 
with hypocrite Yes if Christ was 011 
earth today he would spread constema 
tion anion/ the popular churches, aa he 
did when be w<u on earth, and he 
would be unsparing in his denuncia- 
tions. Christ had no friends lo favor 
and he favored none. He was a friend- 
less Christ. Even he felt no friendship 
ties that he might not be hindered in 
Ills noble work. 


"The Pope's jubilee services, were a 
magnificent success. Boms was throng- 


Let there be a hearty and prompt 
answer to the appeal of the President 
of the Board of College trustees. Let 
some brother rise up in svery congre- 
gation and learn how many of the 
College bonds will be taken, snd then 
write to this office tbe result. By a 
united effort the HG.OOO can be gather- 
ed together, and no loan agent wilt 
nsed to be emyloyed. Every brother 
with any means worth while can 
easily loan tbe College $100, the a mount 
of one bond, bearing interest at 8 per 
cent. Individuals also can send . In 
their applications, stating when they 
will be able to furnish the money for 
one or mote bonds. 


Parties, 

New Tear's day name to na a 
few hours later than it did to 
those in the eastern states ; bat 


if it did, this old year remained 
with as just so much longer, God 
measures oat time equally to all; 
and if our days are shorter in the 
winter they must be longer in 
the summer. It ia to be trusted 
tbat we have all given ourselves 
the closing year examination, and 
have started oat with a good 
supply of precious New Year's 
resulutions ; and it ia to be hoped 
that eighteen eighty-eight will be 
the best and moat successful year 
f yon r earth ly pilgrimage. 

The correspondence let ween 
Eld. Adkioe (Adventiat) and my- 
self has opened up with the year, 
and there ia 00 telling whan it 
may close. The issue ia on the 
Sabbath of the Lord ; and it ap- 
pears now that this brst-day-ot- 
the-week Sabbath ia all tbat 
hinders him in uniting with the 
Brethren Church. I aak an in- 
terest in your prayers ; and if 
yon have any good points on this 
question, -please send them to me 
when yon direct your prayers to 
our Father. . 

This reminds me of Bro. Ma- 
son's call for the three best argu- 
ments in favor of trine immer- 
sion. I have not sent mine yet. 
In fact, I hardly know what they 
are. He eaye we must not pre- 
sent the commission as that ia 
disputed. If that ia a good rea- 
son for not using the commission 
it might be a reason for not pre- 
senting other good arguments. 
Now, I think Bro. M. has allow- 
ed himself to be decoyed from hie 
base. 

To explain I will present an 
argument in logical form, 

1. The true Christian baptism 
is the baptism which Christ com- 
manded. 

2. Christ commanded his dis- 
ciples to baptize by trine immer- 
sion, — "into the name of the 
Father and ot the Bon and of the 
Holy Ghost." 

Therefore, trine immersion, — 
"into the name ot the Father and 
of the Bon and of the Holy 
Ghost,"— is the true Christian 
baptism, 

Now I claim this as an argu- 
ment tbat all heterodoxy cannot 
refute. It is true that the minor 
premise may be objected to ; bnt 
objecting to a premise is not m 
refutation of the argument. To 
refute the argument the objector 
mustproue, and not merely as- 
sume, that the premise is falla- 
cious. This be cannot do ; but if 
he attempts it, tbe main question 
is laid aside, for the time, and a 
subordinate question on the fals- 
ity of the minor premise is taken 
up. The objector now affirms 
that the minor premise is falla- 
cious; but till he proves it to be 
so, the conclusion must etand ae 
being true. 

On tbe question of trine im- 
mersion, theietore, the above is a 
legitimate argument, and I would 
give it ae my first and strongest. 
If the questions were, "Does the 
commission teach trice immer- 
sion V The argument wonld not 
be allowable, as it wonld be a 
mere begging of tbe question. 

■We, the Altamoiit Sunday 
school, had a nice Christmas gift 
sent tie from Pasadena, Cal., by 
Bro. Per ret and hie family, who 
were formerly active members 
of the school. It consisted of a 
box of oranges, lemons and 
kerchiefs. The box did not 
reach as until the 28th, bat the 
presents were distributed and re- 
ceived with many thanks and 
good wishes to tbe Perret family. 
We often think ot tbem and wish 
they were still with us ; snd this 


saaa. 
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